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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOT]RCES
DMSION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

satt Lake city, utah 84180-1203

801 -538-5340

Norman H. Bangerter
Gowtnor

Dee C. Hansen
Exftutive Dir4tor

Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D.
Division Direcbr

October 15, 1991

Mr. Edward R. Scherick
Area Manager
Bureau of Land Management
San Juan Resource Area
P. O. Box 7
Monticello, Utah 84535

Dear Mr. Scherick:

Re: Bond Release. Hillside Complex Mines. Energy Fuels Nuclear. M,/037/015. San

Juan County. Utah

The Hillside Complex consisted of five separate sites: Hillside, Gizmo, Maybe,
Vallejo and Bears Ears. The Vallejo was never developed post-law. I suspect the Maybe
and Gizmo never were either, but they were reclaimed by Enerry Fuels none-the-1ess.

The sites are located in T37S, R16E, Sections 10, 11 and 15 (please see enclosed
map for approximate location). The BLM is the designated surface and mineral owner.
They are not easy sites to locate because they are relatively small.

The complex was approved in 1978. Much of the area had already been
impacted by that time, making future reclamation planning a problem. The
commitments made in the original Notice (please find enclosed) are limited.

In November of 1988, these sites were reclaimed by Enerry Fuels (please see

December 9, 1988 memo attached). Division staff conducted another inspection of the
site on September 24, I99L We found that portions of the Maybe had experienced
some severe erosion and that someone had attempted to enter the old Hillside mine
portal. Our current position is to ask the operator to reseal the Hillside portal and then
release the operator from further requirements at this site.

an equal opportunity employer
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Page 2
Hillside Complex Mines
M/O37/0ts
Ocibber 15, 1991

jb
Enclosure
cc: Roger Smith, Energy Fuels
M037015.1

If you need further information concerning these sites, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Senior Reclamation Specialist
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1. Name of

2. Address

rrlINi N(l Ai,PLICAI'I0N
N0. 

,

Date'March 22, LgTg

Applicant or
Corpo.ration

Three Park

STATE OI: I!'I.AI{
DEPAR]'I'{EN1' OF NA'I'UI{AL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND IIINING
. ' . 1588" l'/est Norrh Temple

salt Lake city, utah g4116

OF IN'TENTION TO CONfiIENCE T,IINiNG OP[IU\TI
e N{ of Genera es an at,rons

Company Ene Fuels Nuclear, Inc.
. Partnership Individual

.Centra1, 1515 arapahoe St., Denver, Co 80202

W
Temporary

3. Name and title of
4. Address Same

Person repTesentLng
as No. 2

Location of Operation Sa+ Juan
County

company. M. D. Vincelette
Offrce Pirone ( 303 ) 623-9317

s"..trEL{5. T. 37S 168

6. Narne of Mine Hillside- Gizmo Mine

7. Mineral to .be mined:
()Coa1()Flagsrone
( ) -Copper. '-. "-."I--- )- Gririiel

Illining method:

--Rand.om. robm and piua=
open stoping

I ] Fluorspar (_ ) -Tungsren(x ) 0ther (specify) and other valuable minL
8' I{ave you or any person, partnership or corporation associated with youreceived an approved Notice of Intlntion to Comrnence Mining Operations bythe state of ut*h for ope'ations orrrer than described herelnt

( ) lr{anganes e
( ) .Iron Ore
( ) Phosphate
( ) Potd.bh

( ) Shale .

(x ) Uranium
( ) Gilsonite
( ) Bitruninous Sandstone

and

()yes ( x) No
I.f yes.,,list .alt approval nunbers now under surety:

9. of

o.f

Orvner/Orrners

Bureau

recorcl of the surface

Land Management

area within the

Address 284

affbcted:

Monticello, Utah

land to best
s 1-w,

Address

Address

Addre.ss
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10. 0wner/Owners of of ninerals to Lre rnined':

. Address' P. O. Box 698

r":\

record

WestMinerals

L2. Source of 0peratorrs legal right to
to be covered by the Notice lease

I3. Approxinate acreage to be disturbed:

Haulagervay -

Monticello, Utah

Address

Address

Address

11. Owner/0wners of'record of all other nineral.s within any patt of the land
affected:

None Address

Address

Address

11a. Have the above o\rners been notified in writing?
(X ) Yes ( )No

operations
owner

on land

A) it{ining Operation Area - 3/4' (ihclijde -opeiatidns 
;''-stordge ; 8 dfsFosatE;)--

B) Access Road or
C) Drainage Syst'em

TOTAL ACRES: . 26.3/4

14. Give the narnes and post office addresses of every principal
Officer, Partner, (or person performing a similar functi-on)

Nane: Title:

Chief Executive Officer

26

acres

acres

acres

Executive,
of Applicant:
Address:

enter and conduct
reement with

I
tl

a.

b.

W. Adams

James A. Larson Presid.ent

Same as No. 2, Page
iltrtttl tl

c.

A

l|l||l

15. Has Applicant, any subsidiary or affiliate or any person, partnership,
association, trust, or corporation controlled by oi under corunon con:rol
tvith Applicant,. or any person required to be identified by Item 14, ever
had an approval of a Notice of fntention withdrawn or has surety relating
thereto ever. been forfeited? ( ) yes ( X) No

If yes, explain:

Muri-I D. Vincelette Vice Presid.ent
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STATE OF Colorado

r.

COUNTY OF

TLt

Deriver

Muril D. Vincelette having been duly sworn

depose and attest that all. of the representations contained in the foregoing
application'are true to the best of my knorrrledge; that I ain authorized. to
complete and file this application on behalf of the Applicant and this
application has been execuied as required by law. .

Signed:

T-aken, subscribed and shroin to.before me'the undersigned authority
in nry said county, this 14th day .of AprilAprLl , ig _tg.

Notary Pub1ic , ,,__Xt t_r/t>

My Commission Expires: My Commission expires lan.27,TghT

PLEASE NOTE:'

Section 40-g-19(2) of the Minedfollows: '

'rlnfornation ielating to the location, size, or natureof the deposit and marked confidentiar uy ihe op"ruior,shal1 be protected as confidentiar inforrnation iy the' Board and the Division and not be a natt,er of puLric' recorc in the absence of a written release frorn theoperat,or, or until the mining operation has been
t,errninated as provided in subseltion (2) of section40-g-2L.'l

Is confidential information contained herein?
vFq

NO

Sections desired.to be maintained. as

.. ALL SECTTONS

Land Reclanation Act provides as

(Initial)

(Initial)

gonfidential information
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Date March 22 r97 I

STAf ii i)t: tJTAlt
DEPARI}|EN'I' OF NATUML RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, CAS AND I,IINING

15BB hrcsr North Tempie ....
s:r1t l,akc city, utah s4Il(r

MiNING AND IiTCLAUATiCi\ PLAN
(Other provided
they coaiain the sa"ne iirfor:nation)

Name of Applicant or Company Energy Fuels Nuclear, Inc.
Proposed type of operation l,tini

(a) Prior Land Use(s) Mrninq and restrict az1ng

(b) Currenc Land Us" (s)l4ining and restrict azing

(c) Possiblc o:: Prospect,ive Future Lanci Use(s) Mining and rest. grazing

ltilratvegetertioncxistsotrtirc1arirlproposcdt<loo.,,

underqround operation tes wiII
(a)Type9anclEstimaeec}Percenic€Ver.-or^clensity:..ffi.

ScatteredBigSagebrush,UtahJuniper,spardei1d
buck wheat, and various varieties of cactus are indigenous to the area.

5. hhat t,is the pl'l range of'. soil befo:.e rnining? Est. .6. g pl.l

Na,le of Person or Agency ancl methoti of cletermining pl.l Field hand. samples

4.

'l

2.

J.

8.

9.

were

6.

7

10. lvil1 any underground workings or aquifers bc encountered?
Describe

In case of coal, oi1 ihale, and bituminous sandstone:

Principal seam(s) and thickness(es).This does not apply, this is a
uranium operation.

Estimated duration of mining operationsDspenqinq on market conditions, est.
€obef

Has ol,erburden, h'aste or rcjectcd materials bccn classified as :rcid or

Site elevation above sea leve1 6148.3t

alkali producing? ()Yes (x ) lfo
Does tlte allovc utatelial being ntoveci hirve any othcrr charactcristics
affecting revegetation? no

( )Yes (x) No

Is there an active discharge of water from abandonecl cleep niles on or
crossing the land affectecl? (X) Yes ( ). No If yes, describb
the quality of water being dischargecl. Curre

analyzed bv c lab personnel.



" n J j..' I'lR FORIvl 2
Page 2 of 4

Specifically describe :

Q) The procedure for construci:ing andto include a typicaL cross-s6ction
proposed road grades.

(c) The procedure'for site
and brush.

(d) The method for removing
naterials.

maintaining access roads,
and a profiJ.e of the

preparation including renoving triees

and stockpiling topsoil or disturbed

GRADING A\D REGMDING

TESTING--

is intended to support

to be reseed.ed.

11. Describe specifically a detailed procedure for:'(a) The nining sequence

(e) The method for the placement or containment of all disturbedmaterials, to include the method for handling of arl acid
. or alkali-producing and toxic naterials.(f) A procedure for final stabilization of disturbed materials.

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)

Typical cross-section of regrading
The method of spreading topsoil oi upper horizon naterialon the regraded area and indicate the- approxinate thicknessof the final. surfacing nraterial
l\Ihat type of soil treatnent will be utilized..
The method of drainage control for trre final regra<led area.
Maxinun grading slope

1.

t

Describe nethod
There will be
unde und ration.

for testing stabili!y-qf reclanation fill_nateriaf:no reclamati-on fill material used-betansd'this is an

Describe method for the testing of soil that
vegetation

Random sampling of all areas

Describe any soil treatnent enployed as

No unnatural soil treatments will
an.

be

aid to revegetation

applied.

3',tfi 
":tt"t:E:t?Tun='?,15'lTlagr,fff i'bB'f tg?%&:?"H€gltovggetation:

will be installed to control.drainage and check erosion

on steep grad.es.

REVEGETATION

Revegetation to be
( X) Operator

completed by:
Hydroseeding
Aerial Seeding.
Conventional or Rangeland
BrOadcast and Drag
Cthe: hand seeding

( ) Soil Conservation
( ) Private Contractor

()
()
()
()

1.

( ) Other (specify)

District

( x)

Dril L i
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be used?
aL. Will Mulch

Type:

() Yes qx) No

Rate/Acre' lbs.

3. Re +^+:
L€I L I P1

4. IVil1 affected ar.ea be subject to livestock or wi1d.1ife grazing?
( x) Yes ( ) No IVil1 vegetation protection be needed? No

wildlife is extremely sparse and grazing is restricled to the

unusually heavy .rainfall. -

5. Will irrigation be used: ( ) Yes (x ) No Ty?e. :::
6. Describe maintenance

release is granted.
procedures. for revegetatior.l if needed, until "surety
There will be no maintanence edures

use of e sma11 amouirt bf land that. is to be

egeEat].on n and Schedule

Species
Rate/
Acre

Planting
Location'

Facing
N-S-E-W

Season
to be replanted

Crested 12# Hillside Portal East Sorincr
Wheat grass L2# Gizmo . It North tl

tl
L2# Bears Ears rr East. n

It 12# Va1le jo rl
East It

ll 12* Maybe rr West 'l

etated.
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STATE 0F eolbrado
COUNTY 0F Denver

Trr Murit n- \/.inc'e'lette.'-' ...-..,---having been duly-sworn

depose and attest. that all of the representations contained in the foregoing

application are true to the best of my knowledge; that I an authoriled to

complete and file this application on behalf of ihe Applicant and this

application has been executed as required. by 1aw.

Signed: \

. Taken, subscribed and'sworn to before ne the undersigned.authority

in my said county, this t 4th 'day of Apri1 . , j.g 7g.
. I - z',--\ Z-f

Notary Pubtic , ( Acldrjf-4,, l*/go++J
/f

My Corunission Expires : My Commissioh'expire3 la;.17,1i{6

PLEASE NOTE:

' Section 40-8-13(2)
follows: r 

'i.

Sections desired

of the Mined tand Reclanration Act provicles as

rrrnformation relating to the location, size, or natureof the deposit and narked conficiential by the operator,
sha'Il be protected as co'fidential information ly the :

Board and'the Division and not be a.matter of pubtic
record in the absence of a r.rritten ,ureoie i;";;;-
operator, or until the mining operation has been'.
terninated as provided in subsection (2) of section. 40-B-zL.'1

Is confidential inforrnation contained herein?

(Initial)

(Initial)

YES

.N0

to be

ALL

maintained as confidentia.l inforination . -

SECTI,ONS
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December 9, 1988

TO:

FROM:

RE:

MineraLs File
Holland Shepherd, Reclamation Soils Speciali stW

M/037/0L5. San Juan County. Utah

0n December 6, 1988, scott Johnson and r met with Mr. Bill
Alnas and John Vahn of Energy Fuels Nuclear. The meeting was heldto evaluate four mines of the Eillside Conplex (Eil-lsidel Bears
Ears, Gizmo, and Maybe) for reelamation compliance.

Al-1 four sites (roads included), have been regraded and
seeded. No fertilization or mulching was performed. No topsbil
material had been salvaged previously, owing to the fact that these
mines af e p:re-1aw disturbauces-. -'Eowever, the operator war'a-bte'-to'--
use associated undisturbed material in the regrading of thesesites. This material appeared to be of good quality and should
provide 

",,*ood 
base for plant growth.

One mine, the va11ejo, r^ras not reclairned. This mine was
included in the original Eillside complex NOr along with the four
other sites. No mention of this site has been nade, in the file,
since Ton Tetting (erneritus) mentioned he couldntt find it in a
November 1-982 memo. Mr. Almas explained he was not aware of thesite, and it may be that Energy Fuels never actually worked thesite. During our tour of the other four sites, we looked for the
Va11ejo, but were also unable to locate it; which nay be a good sign
from a reclamation point of view. Mr. Almas said he-would checkwith his people back at the Denver office and get an answer back to
me regarding the official status of the Va11ejo.

HilLside

The Hillside is the second largest of the sites reclaimed.
Ih. road,(approximately li 4 rnile in length), portals, and pad have
been_reclaimed. The waste dy*p, approTirnately 200 feet in-length
and 100 feed broad, has not been reclaimed. It has been left at the
angle o{-repose; an extremely difficult slope to revegetate in such

" Ity clim_ate, The_ operator was not asked to do anything with it
owing to the fact that it is a mostly pre-law distuibance.
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HiLl-side Complex
r'rl 037 / 015
December 9, 1988

The operator has done an exceLlent job in regrading the pad
and access road. The area has been left extremely rough which
provides an excelLent terrain for water retention and surface
erosion inhibition. It also eliminates access by four-wheeL-drive
or all-terrain vehicles to the site.

Seed was broadcast atop the ground without scarification.
One portal or adit was left unrecLaimed. The opening

extends back a short distance (10 feet) into competent rock. It was
not thought to present a safety hazard, so $ras not closed off. The
other two portals were backfilled with 30 ft.of rock and earthen
material.

Bears Ears

Roads, pad, and portals have been adequately recLained.
This is a sma1l site directly adjacent to the HilLside l"Iine.'.An
unrecLaimed waste dunp, dt angle of repose, also exists at this site.

Gizmo

The road (approxirnately 3/4 nil-e in length), p&d, and
portals haye been reclaimed. Debris blocking a stream channel has
been removed. A11 'structures were demolished, r"rood burned, and tin
salvaged. The operator has trenched a ner^r stream channel to prevent
erosion of the reclaimed area. Riprapping was not used, though
needed to prevent erosion of the soft pad naterial.

Maybe

This is the largest of the four sites reclained, consisting
of about 3 acres of disturbance and about 2.7 acres of access road.
The access road is about l-.5 miles in length. Again,-ang1e of
repose waste dumps have not been reclaimed, but the pad and road
reclamation is excellent. Pre-1aw debris has been left at the
botton of one of the deeper draws

Recommendat ions :

It is recommended that the Division re-evaLuate the bond
for partial- release based on the regrading, sealing, and other
earthwork performed at these four sites. The renainder of the bond
can be released based on the outcome of the operatorts revegetation
efforts.
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Eillside Conplex
r'r1037 / 015
December 9, 1988

The Division needs to make a determination of the status of
the Vallejo Mine. Once information has been made available by
Energy Fue1s, w€ will be able to officially drop this site from the
NOI or ask the operator to reclairn it a1so.

jb
cc: L. Braxton

S. Johnson
MN4/ 60-62


